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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to Year 5.  Hopefully, your child is looking forward to the year ahead.  As they move into the Upper Years, 
we encourage children to become more independent and take more responsibility for being organised and getting 
homework done.  They are also expected to take responsibility for changing their reading books whenever necessary 
and having all of their belongings with them – including reading record, reading books and water bottles. 

 

Reading 

 

We will be sharing class texts this year, and to facilitate this we would like you to purchase the following books so 
your child has their own copy to use: 

 

Autumn term:  Who Let the Gods Out (by Maz Evans) 

Spring term:  Gaslight (by Eloise Williams) 

Summer term:  The Explorer (by Katherine Rundell) 

 

If you are unable to purchase these books, then please let us know via Class Dojo as we do have spare copies that we 
can loan out.  We will begin the first book shortly after we return in September. 

 

Children will also read books from the coloured book band that they are currently on.  When your child has 
completed some reading, and more importantly discussion, please fill in the reading record with relevant details 
(one page per week).  Your child will be rewarded with housepoints, gaining more for reading more.  Please ensure 
your child’s reading record and reading books are brought to school every day as we also do DEAR (Drop Everything 
And Read) time at school. 

 

Physical Education 

 

Timetabled PE lessons are usually on Mondays and Thursdays.  Please make sure your child comes dressed for PE on 
the following days: 

Monday (usually outdoor – invasion games and striking/fielding games/Drumba) 

Thursday (dance/gymnastics/athletics/cricket) 

 

 



   

 

On Mondays, we may also use the field so please send the children with studded/moulded boots as these are the 
best footwear to do effective drills, games and exercises.  Trainers are not a great option if it is wet and muddy.  If 
you are unable to organise studded/moulded boots, please ensure your child brings a spare pair of trainers to 
change into.  Earrings must be removed for PE sessions and hair tied back.  It is better to do this before your child 
comes to school. 

 

 

Homework 

 

Reading:  Make sure your child reads regularly with an adult – this could be the child reading or the adult reading or 
taking it in turns.  The important thing is the discussion and questioning.  At this school we deem regular as reading 
on at least 4 days of each week. 

 

Spelling:  Each term, your child will be sent a list of words to practise.  These words are from the statutory lists.  Your 
child will be given a list suited to their current spelling ability. 

 

Doodle Maths:  Children in Year 5 have access to Doodle Maths to support their learning at home if they wish to use 
it. The ‘a-day’ exercises are very helpful for revision of previous concepts. Your child’s teacher may set a baseline 
assessment when they first start Year 5. This should be done without any support.  They may also set specific 
activities to allow children to further their understanding of concepts that are currently being taught. 

 

TTRockstars:  Children are expected to complete the weekly TTRockstars activities set by the teacher. This will 
usually be 15 minutes a week. This tool is a great way to improve fluency in multiplication and division facts, which 
are a vital tool in a large number of topics taught throughout this year and beyond. Quick recall (as facts, rather than 
counting on in sequence) can only be achieved by regular practice. 

 

Offsite Visits and Workshops 

We currently plan to go on 2 school trips and have 3 ‘workshops’ this year to support the children’s learning. These 
will be as follows, but may be subject to changes or cancellation: 

 

Autumn Term: 

 
Real History Alive performance and workshops PLUS Ancient Greece themed afternoon  

Tuesday 24th September 

£6.50 per child 

A separate letter will be sent to you about this – please look out for it. 

 

 

Spring Term: 

 
National Coal Mining Museum Victorian history themed immersive day 

Wednesday 5th March (TBC) 

Approx £25 per pupil (TBC) 

 



   

 

Summer Term: 

 
Mambo Jambo Music Workshop 

July (TBC) 

(paid for by funds raised at PTA events) 

 

Rivers Trip 

June/July (TBC) 

Approx. £15.00 per pupil (TBC) 

 

Arts Week 

July (TBC) 

No cost 

 

Communication 

This year, your child’s teacher will be able to communicate important information with you through Class Dojo.  
Teachers will be able to share information, videos, photographs and comments about individuals, groups and the 
class through this platform.  Please do check this platform regularly for information and updates.  If you wish to 
contact your child’s teacher, please email the school office and this will be forwarded as soon as possible.  Teachers 
are also available after school on the playground on most days. 

 

Curriculum 

An interesting, exciting and challenging curriculum has been planned for our Year 5 pupils. A curriculum map for the 
first term will be sent to you for you to share with your child. 

 

We are looking forward to the next academic year and hope this letter has helped with the transition to Year 5. 

 

Kind regards 

Mr Smith and Mr Wood 


